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PLEASE NOTE:

                         All submissions of articles, reports, announcements of upcoming events, plans for new 
                  programs or classes, proposed meeting schedules, items of interest to fellow parishioners, 
                  may be e - mailed to Nancy Kohler at  nkkohler@comcast.net  or placed in The KEYS folder in    
                  the church office on or before the 15th of each month.   If your submission contains dates
                  that should be posted on our website’s master calendar, please simply copy your e - mail to  
                  stpetersparish@verizon.net             
                         We look forward to everyone’s participation in helping to make The KEYS an enjoyable,
                  efficient and effective method of sharing and  communication for all of us at St. Peter’s.
                  Please DO remember that 15th of the month deadline.
                          If you would like to read the Keys online, our address is www.stpeterssantamaria.org 
                  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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                         Vestry Highlights - Marty Cavenagh                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                       November 17, 2011

The Rag Doll group has made 76 small Christmas rag dolls for the children who attend Marthaʼs Market each Thursday.  These dolls 
and books, donated by the Altrusa Club, will be given on December 22nd.  Trudy Ardizzone has planned a festive celebration for all 
clients that day.  

Due to the needs of Marthaʼs Market and the Food Bankʼs depleted resources for cereal and peanut butter, we are changing our Red 
Wagon focus to just these two items.  The Red Wagon is in the church where you may offer you gifts before God.

Outreach has received a $1500. grant from Altrusa for our Food Bank purchases for Marthaʼs Market.

Nancy Converse announced that the Book Sale has been rescheduled for April 20-21.  

The recent parish life survey revealed the top three choices to be:                                                                                                                            
#1 Annual Picnic                                                                                                                                                                                              
#2 Lenten Soup Suppers                                                                                                                                                                               
#3 Oktoberfest

New improvements at the Tiffany property has made it possible to raise the rent.  Currently the monthly income to St. Peterʼs is $1520.

The Vestry approved a taco fundraiser for Michael Lavelle for his trip to sing in the National Honor Choir in New York City in January.  
There is the possibility it will be held after the Annual Meeting on January 17th instead of a potluck luncheon.

The next Vestry meeting will be Thursday, December 29th.  All are welcome to attend.

                                                                                                                                                                     

Picture someone stumbling along in a heavy fog, completely disoriented.  Then, off in the distance, the person sees the 
light of one small lamp.  Its glow is sufficient neither to burn off the fog nor illuminate the obstacles that might be on the 
ground between the person and that lamp.  Still, it is a steadily burning lamp.  Something within the person prompts the 
belief that heading toward it will be heading in the right direction.  That “something” we can call “faith.”

While heading toward the lamp, that person finds another lost one whose eyesight is so poor that he canʼt see the lamp.  
The first person takes the second by the hand and helps the other toward the lamp also.  The act of reaching out to 
another we can call “love.”

And the lamp that draws them?  Itʼs called “hope.”  
                                                                                                                                  - Adapted from The Wired Word, 8/7/2011
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                       Book Review

 Title:   Hope Matters: The Untold Story of How Faith Works in America
 Author:     John A. Calhoun
 Publisher: Bartleby Press  2007,  hardcover,  238 pages  
 Price:    $23.50 online at http://www.episcopalbookstore.org, or call 800-903-5544   

Calhoun was once an eager divinity school student, hungry to make a difference.  Through the years he rose to                     
national prominence in the field of public policy, spending twenty-plus years as the founding president of the National          
Crime Prevention Council.  However, something wasn't right.  Caught up in a parade of committee meetings, speaking         
engagements, and policy and program initiatives, he had lost touch with the bedrock of his vocation. It took an encounter
with an unusually clear-sighted volunteer to reconnect his daily work to his faith in God. 

Reinvigorated, Calhoun embarked on a two-year cross-country quest to find out how faith motivates some of America's 
hardest-working public servants. They pursue a range of innovative and ambitious plans to help their communities, and         
their accomplishments are impressive.  But just try telling them so. 

They have been chosen, they will explain, to fulfill a larger purpose.  Their paths have been rocky, their burdens heavy,       
and the work hasn't always been fun.  Yet they feel blessed, emboldened by their trust in a higher power to live lives of       
acceptance and unbounded love. 

Some recent books have laid divisiveness and hostility at faith's door.  Hope Matters brings to light the togetherness      
and reconciliation that faith truly engender when good people heed its call to action.

                                                                                              Smiles
One Sunday morning, a mother went in to wake her son and tell him it was time to get ready for church, to which he             
replied, "I'm not going." 
"Why not?" she asked. 
I'll give you two good reasons," he said. "One - they don't like me, and two -  I don't like them." 
His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why you SHOULD go to church: 
One - you're 49 years old, and Two - you're the pastor!"

A kindergarten teacher gave her little students a "show and tell" assignment; instructing them to bring in and share with           
the class some object that represented their religion.
The first student got up in front of the class and said,  "My name is Ben and Iʼm Jewish and this is a Star of David." 
The second student got up in front of the class and said,  "My name is Mary.  I'm a Catholic and this is a Rosary." 
The third student got in up front of the class and said,  "My name is Henry, Iʼm Episcopalian, and this is a casserole."

       “... life, for all its agonies of despair and loss and guilt, is exciting and                
beautiful, amusing and artful and endearing, full of liking and of love,               
at times a poem and a high adventure, at times noble and at times very gay;          
and whatever... is to come after it, we shall not have this life again.” 
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                  - Rose Macaulay,  The Towers of Trebizond                                           
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